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Awards, Special Events, and Official Visits mark Massachusetts Day at The Big E 

Governor Patrick Tours Eastern States Exposition Fairgrounds 
 Secretary Bowles Presents Agricultural Awards 

 
WEST SPRINGFIELD – A visit from Governor Deval Patrick, an array of awards and 
entertainment, and promotion of a new license plate to benefit Massachusetts agriculture are 
among highlights planned for “Massachusetts Day” at the Eastern States Exposition (The Big E) 
today. 
 
The day’s special events are centered around the Massachusetts Building on the Avenue of States 
– an attraction that features replicas of the original capitol buildings of each New England state. 
Now in its 89th year and managed year-round by the Department of Agricultural Resources 
(DAR), the Massachusetts Building offers fair attendees an opportunity to take a virtual tour of 
the state’s landmarks, sample Bay State cuisine, and shop for Massachusetts-made products.  
 
Before exploring the Massachusetts Building and other attractions with Governor Patrick, 
Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs Ian Bowles joined Acting DAR Commissioner 
Scott Soares in promoting the state’s newest specialty license plate - the “Ag Tag.” Fairgoers had 
a chance to pose with a live tableau that mirrors the Ag Tag’s cow-and-produce design – 
including a cow from Talvy Farm in North Brookfield. In honor of Massachusetts Day, toll 
takers at several Massachusetts Turnpike interchanges will distribute leaflets today advertising 
the new license plates. Since unveiling the Ag Tag a month ago, DAR and its partners have taken 
reservations for 5 percent of the 1,500 orders needed for the Registry of Motor Vehicles to begin 
producing the plates. Ag Tag sales are expected to yield $60,000 annually for a new 
Massachusetts Agriculture Trust Fund.  
 
Bowles and Soares presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Ag Tag designer Susan Bergeron 
West of Brimfield, and announced winners of this year’s Massachusetts Agriculture Calendar 
Photo Contest, and the Massachusetts Dairy Industry Promotion’s “3-A-Day” poster contest.  

-more- 



 
First, second and third place dairy poster winners, respectively, are: Leanna Malone of Burgess 
Elementary School in Sturbridge, Rachel Cloutier of North Brookfield Elementary School, and 
Michelle Jasiel of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart School in Springfield. The three students 
received a “Massachusetts Grown & Fresher” cap and a “Big E 2007” souvenir pin. 
 
Calendar contest winning photos and honorable mentions will be printed in the 2008 
Massachusetts Agriculture Calendar published by Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom in 
cooperation with DAR and the US Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resource Conservation 
Service. Each winner receives two Big E tickets and two complimentary calendars. Winning 
calendar photographers are: 

• January – Kelley DeBettencourt of Edgartown (“Pig”) 
• February – Pennington Geis of Hatfield (“Wool Basket”), and honorable mentions to 

Julian K. Robinson of Oak Bluffs (“Ewe and Lambs”) and Ralph Savery of Plymouth 
(“Skeins of Yarn”) 

• March – Tom McCrumm of Ashfield (“Sugarhouse and Maple Buckets”) 
• April – Susie Mulliken of New Braintree (“Tilling the Soil”), and honorable mention also 

to Mulliken (“Goat”) 
• May – Rosalind Makowiec of East Longmeadow (“Greenhouse”), and honorable 

mention to Ralph Savery of Plymouth (“Dahlia”) 
• June – Emily Turteltaub Nelson of Ipswich (“Jersey Cows in the Field”) 
• July – Ralph Savery of Plymouth (“Woodsmen’s Day”), and honorable mention to Linda 

Hoffman of Harvard (“Habernero Peppers”) 
• August – Linda Hoffman of Harvard (“Bright Lights Chard”) 
• September – Jerry Horbert of Uxbridge (“Hand Picking Apple”), and honorable mention 

to Ludlow Agricultural Commission and photographer Celeste Chenier of Ludlow 
(“Father’s Day Discussion”) 

• October – Emily Turteltaub Nelson of Ipswich (“Pumpkins in Crates), and honorable 
mention also to Turteltaub Nelson (“Hay Scarecrow”) 

• November – Bernie Kubiak of Amherst (“Sheep in the Mist”) 
• December – Ruth Owen Jones of Amherst (“Christmas Tree Wagon”)  

 
Calendars can be purchased for $10 each, with proceeds benefiting Massachusetts Agriculture in 
the Classroom, a non-profit organization that works with teachers to develop classroom 
materials. Send check payable to Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom to PO Box 345, 
Seekonk, MA 02771.   
 
Today’s 5 p.m. parade will include an array of Massachusetts participants, including an MBTA 
antique train carrying the dairy poster contest winners, the Department of Conservation and 
Recreation’s Forest & Parks On Wheels van, Massachusetts State Police vehicles and color 
guard, the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency’s antique truck, the UMass 
cheerleaders and mascot, and Miss Teen Massachusetts. 
 
For more information, and for media credentials, contact Catherine Pappas at 413-205-5039, or 
visit www.thebige.com.  
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